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Calendar of Events
February - May

FEBRUARY

Saturday 4th West Gippsland BBQ

Saturday 11th Stategic Planning -  State Committee

Saturday 11th Bellarine BBQ - Aldi

Saturday 11th  St Arnaud Branch Market and BBQ

Saturday 18th Bellarine BBQ – Safeway

Thursday 16th State Committee Meeting

Monday 27th Knitted Goods Stall - RCH

 
MARCH

Saturday 4th West Gippsland BBQ

Saturday 11th Bellarine BBQ - Aldi

Saturday 11th St Arnaud Branch Market and BBQ

Thursday 16th State Committee Meeting

Saturday 18th Bellarine BBQ – Safeway

Thursday 30th Knitted Goods Stall - RCH

APRIL

Saturday 8th West Gippsland BBQ

Saturday 8th Bellarine BBQ – Safeway 

Saturday 8th St Arnaud Branch Market and BBQ

Friday 14th Good Friday Appeal

Thursday 20th State Committee Meeting

Friday 28th June Magazine Articles Due

 
MAY

Saturday 6th  West Gippsland Branch BBQ

Saturday 13rd St Arnaud Branch Market & BBQ

Saturday 7th Bellarine BBQ – Aldi

Thursday 14th State Committee Meeting

Saturday 14th Bellarine BBQ – Aldi

Monday 29th Knitted Goods Stall - RCH
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fully appreciate the reasons surrounding 
her decision – on behalf of the State 
Committee and all the Club’s members, 
I would like to sincerely thank her for all 
her support and wish Emoke all the best 
for the future. You can read Emoke’s 
touching letter on page 24.

As I have previously indicated, we are 
now into the Club’s 75th anniversary 
year and State Committee (along with 
your help) is planning some special 
events to celebrate this milestone 
(not the least, a UBC Week later in the 
year, where all proceeds raised will 
be specifically donated to a city and 
regional charity – more to follow!).  
I encourage all members to get behind 
and support the Club and its  
Branches / Groups during this time. 
Let’s make 2016/2017 our biggest 
year yet for our contribution towards 
supporting children’s health!!

Sadly, I must report on the tragic 
passing of 2 of our longstanding 
members and former State Committee 
members, David Last and Graham 

Mackieson, who devoted many years 
of service to the Club, contributing 
significantly to the Club’s history, not 
only at head office level, but also at 
the former Eastern Suburbs Branch 
(in the case of David) and Latrobe 
Valley / West Gippsland Branch (in the 
case of Graeme). Their fellowship and 
contributions will be sadly missed.

Finally, on behalf of the State 
Committee, I extend to all Uncle Bobs 
and their families a fantastic 2017.

Paul Etherington

State President

At our AGM on 22nd October, I was 
pleased to welcome Ross Smith to 
State Committee; I have known Ross 
for many years through his involvement 
with the MFB on Good Friday (and the 
preparation towards Good Friday), and 
it is great that he has agreed to join 
State Committee, sharing his knowledge 
and expertise. Following the AGM, the 
State Committee was approached by 
2 other members to fill the remaining 
vacancies on State Committee, and 
we are pleased to also welcome Sarah 
Meney & Sarah Schultz as directors of 
the Club. In the case of Sarah Meney, it 
is welcome back as Sarah has previously 
been a Director, with her family having 
a longstanding history with the Club, 
and her mum, Bronwyn Lamond being a 
current Vice President of the Club. Sarah 
Schultz has joined us via the Bellarine 
Branch. The Bellarine Branch continues 
to amaze us with their fresh ideas and 
drive; their membership continues to 
rapidly grow and I am sure Sarah will 
bring some of these fresh ideas to State 
Committee.

As most members would know, the 
Club’s highest award is our Meritorious 
Service Award, with only 57 awarded 
since the Club’s inception. Accordingly, 
it is a significant event when 3 awards 
are approved by State Committee, 
these being to Bronwyn Lamond, 
Greg Reaburn and Lynette Willey. All 
3 have been heavily involved with the 
Club over many, many years and have 
contributed many hours of service to 
the Club, not only with the Good Friday 
Appeal, but on State Committee, Branch 
/ Group committees and volunteering 
at many Club events. Please join me 
in congratulating Bronwyn, Greg and 
Lynette on this achievement.

At the last State Committee meeting, 
we received a letter from Emoke Bakacs 
(our Club Ambassador over many years) 
advising that she is standing down from 
this position. Emoke has been the Club’s 
liaison with the Good Friday Appeal 
Office for an exceptional period, and 
whilst we are sorry to see her step down 
from being our Club Ambassador, we 

President’s Report
Initially, I would like to thank UBC members for the honour of representing the Club 
as State President in this, our 75th anniversary year, and also to thank our Past 
President, Matthew Lee for his leadership over the past 4 years. During this time, the 
Club has seen significant change as the State Committee endeavoured to ensure 
UBC is well placed for the future through implementation of our Strategic Plan, 
driving growth in our membership numbers, freshening up the Club’s image (whilst 
still acknowledging our proud history) and looking at our capacity to raise further 
funds towards our main objective – supporting children’s health. Matthew’s drive  
and enthusiasm has been an integral part of these changes, and I look forward to his 
ongoing support on State Committee over the coming years.
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Secretary’s Report 

UBC is turning 75 years old this year. 
What a proud history we have so far, so 
many great members, so many raffles, 
hampers, races, golf days, bowls days...I 
could go on.

Last year we launched a new 
membership initiative – “Find a Friend” 
for UBC, where the Branch or Group 
with the highest percentage of new 
memberships wins a $100 voucher of 
their choosing! Did you know that last 
year’s winner was Bellarine Branch, for 
signing up fifteen new members?

You’ll see on page 6, they are already 
off to a strong start! Are we going to 
let Bellarine take the honors again this 
year? Let’s think about that for a minute.

What would growing our membership 
do for the Club? More members in 
regional areas, will mean we can 
increase our focus on local giving for 
local health – supporting children’s 
health in local communities.  
That’s our aim!

In this, our “diamond” year, what a great 
milestone it would also be to have a 
record amount of new members to go 
along with such a record year. 

The new members are tallied at the end 
of each financial year, so there is still 
time to recruit!

We are planning some big things in 
our 75th year celebrations so why not 
sign up a new member or 2 or 3 or 
even more? The more members we get 
the more fun we can have! We can run 
more car rallies, trivia nights, raffles 
or whatever fundraising ideas we can 
create with more members involved.

If you look on our new and improved 
website you can see where we have 
donated funds recently. We are 
making a difference to children’s heath 
throughout Victoria. 

It is also easier than ever to become a 
member. Now, you can do it all online. 
If you have a friend who wants to help 
support children’s health, either through 
donation or volunteering, the website is 
now the “go-to” portal for it all.

So come on board the UBC membership 
drive and see if we can have a record 
year in everything we do in 2017.

Daryl Gates

State Secretary

 

Welcome New 
Members 

Head Office
Margaret Innes

Bellarine Branch
Todd Matthews
Emily Schultz

Brandon Willey
Ethan Willey
Kayla Willey
Naomi Willey

West Gippsland 
Branch

Elliot Montagnat

TOTAL NEW MEMBERS:  8
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the opportunity to build relationships 
with each other and form positive 
working solutions.

Steph and I will have left for and 
returned from holidays by the time you 
read this report.  So, belatedly, I wish 
you all a very Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year!  I hope you all enjoyed 
a relaxing time with those who are 
important to you.

Thank you for all you do for our Club 
and local communities.  See you around 
the traps in 2017!  

Ray Richards

Executive Officer

The AGM approved the change to our 
constitution which does away with 
the need for a proposer and seconder 
for new members.  This simplifies the 
process and encourages visitors to 
our website to join on the spot.  State 
Committee has also resolved that new 
members will renew every 12 months 
from their joining date, again spreading 
the workload. All existing members still 
renew on the 30th of June each year.

Our audit has been completed with 
no areas of concern.  I thank all the 
Branch and Group Treasurers for their 
work to bring about another excellent 
Annual Statement and I acknowledge 
the extraordinary effort from Pitcher 
Partners who undertake our annual 
audit, free of charge.  We have also 

submitted our annual reports to the 
State and Federal regulators.

I know I am writing this in December 
but we are in full swing for the 2017 
Good Friday Appeal. As always, the 
paperwork is daunting with respect 
to our permits for a wide range of 
fundraising activities.  Our requirements 
have been ordered and we are working 
on making sure our volunteers are 
willing, able and prepared for this  
major event to support children’s  
health in Victoria.

State Committee will meet in the 
second week of February to review our 
Strategic Plan and make sure all our 
Policies and Procedures are relevant 
and up to date.  This is usually a very 
productive day and gives your Directors 

Support Office 
Update

Congratulations to our new State Committee members; Ross Smith, 
Sarah Meney and Sarah Schultz.  I welcome them aboard and am 
delighted to say that, for the first time since I have been with UBC, we 
now have a full complement of Directors – “No Vacancies”.
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What have you achieved within  
the Club?  
I have been a member of the Club 
since before I can remember. I came 
with Mum and Dad to the Good Friday 
Appeal as a baby. As soon as I was old 
enough I started captaining my own 
corner and got several friends involved 
with the Club. When I moved away from 
Melbourne I handed my corner over to 
one of my friends and I now help on 
Good Friday as a driver (the later start 
gives me more time for travel!). 

What do you like most about the Club? 
The way it brings people together, from 
all walks of life, through volunteering 
and raising money for such an  
important cause. 

Fondest memories within the Club? 
Sitting on the Board with my Mum and 
having my Nana there when I was first 
appointed Director. I am really proud 
of my family history with the Club. My 
Mum, Dad, Sister, Grandfather and Great 

Grandfather have all been members. I 
also remember, when I was very young, 
running around on the sticky floor at the 
old Herald Sun building on Good Friday. 
I’m sure it drove everyone nuts! 

Have you got any personal message for 
our members?  
Be proud of what we do. Every little bit 
helps and it all adds up to something 
big. Sometimes it’s easy to forget what 
we have achieved as a Club. 

Where are you from?  
I grew up in Melbourne but I now live in 
Korumburra. 

How old are you?  
31

What is your background (occupation)? 
I’m a physiotherapist. 

Favourite colour?  
Depends. I wear a lot of black but I don’t 
mind a deep red. 

Have you any special skills?  
Special skills is a hard one. My husband 
is the better cook and gardener out of 
the two of us! I’m a good organiser.  

Sports? 
I used to swim competitively. I also 
danced, played a bit of basketball, 
netball and hockey, but swimming has 
been my main passion. More recently I 
did roller derby. I love it and hope to get 
back to it one day. 

 

What are your interests?  
I try to keep fit. I feel volunteering is 
important. I love my job and hope to 
one day work in health management.

How far did you pursue these interests? 
I am part of a local gym which I love. 
I volunteer with the Uncle Bobs Club 
and CFA. I have worked in both private 
and public practice as a physiotherapist 
and I have recently returned to study 
for a Masters of Health Administration/
Masters of Business Administration. 

How long have you been a committee 
member of Uncle Bobs Club?   
This is the first year of my second term.  
I was previously a director for five years 
before having a break when I relocated 
to Korumburra. 

Have you ever held another title within 
the Club? If so, for how long?   
State Secretary for one year.  
 
Current title: State Committee Member. 

Director Profile 
Sarah Meney
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Current title? 
Bellarine Branch Secretary/  
State Committee Member

What have you achieved within  
the Club? 
I have helped organise several successful 
events to raise money for the Club, 
such as trivia nights and car trials, as 
well as being a committee member for 
approximately 5 years. 

What do you like most about the Club? 
The comradery and the sense of 
community and value that comes from 
working with an awesome group of 
people down on the Bellarine whilst 
raising the well needed funds to help 
sick kids across Victoria. 

 
 
 
 

Fondest memories within the Club? 
GFA 2016 was the first year that I 
have been in Victoria for Easter since 
becoming a UBC member and the way 
everyone came together on the day,  
not only the members of Uncle Bobs 
but all those across the community was 
very humbling. 

Have you got any personal message for 
our members? 
Give it all you have, get out there and 
get involved. The more you get involved 
the more people that get around you 
the more fun you have. And what is the 
point of all this work if we can’t have 
some laughs and fun along the way. 

Where are you from? 
Grew up and still live in Geelong, with 
my husband Chris.

How old are you? 
I’m 27

What is your background (occupation)? 
I lived in Townsville for 5 years whilst 
studying and now work in Point Cook as 
a Veterinarian

Favourite colour? 
Purple

Have you any special skills? 
I love to give things a go, I don’t know if 
you would classify that special skill but 
it is a trait that is one of the reasons that 
I joined UBC.

Sports? 
I love hockey but enjoy most sports.

 
 

What are your interests? 
My dogs, agility/dog sports, reading 
especially fantasy books.

How far did you pursue these interests? 
I followed my interest so far that I 
made animals my career, but I also train 
my 2yo Jack Russell Benji in agility/
obedience work every week. 

How long have you been a committee 
member of Uncle Bobs Club?  
I have been a Group then Branch 
committee member since 2011.

Have you ever held another title within 
the Club? If so, for how long?  
Initially I was Vice President for the 
Bellarine Branch and then this year 
became the Bellarine Branch Secretary.

 
 
 
 

Director Profile 
Sarah Schultz

131212



What have you achieved within the 
Club? 
As the MFB’s GFA Coordinator (who has 
been ably assisted by over 200 F/F’s, 
family & friends) and the MFB/CFA 
Charity Running Clubs we have been 
able to contribute nearly $500,000.00 
to the Uncle Bobs Club over the  
past 6 years. 

What do you like most about the Club? 
Being involved with the Uncle Bobs Club 
has opened up many opportunities to 
meet and work alongside some really 
great people who want to make a 
difference. 

Fondest memories within the Club? 
Seeing the generosity of other like-
minded people in their willingness to 
give time, effort but especially their 
financial support. 

Have you got any personal messages 
for our members?  
As many would well be aware, there are 
now even more opportunities to get 
involved as we broaden our horizons to 
other hospitals, projects and regional 
areas of Victoria.  As we move forward, 
consider using the new website to help 
further promote the Uncle Bobs Club 
and all the good work they continue 
to do to help sick children’s needs 
throughout Victoria. Finally I’m real 
keen to see a UBC Branch reignited in 
the Eastern Suburbs, please feel free to 
contact me if you’d like to be part of  
this new chapter of the Uncle Bobs  
Club within the Eastern Suburbs  
of Melbourne.

Where are you from?  
I’m an Eastern Suburbs boy, having 
grown up in Heathmont, and then 
moving to Croydon where I now reside 
with my wife Felicity and my three 
daughters, Emma, Jessica and Rebekah. 

How old are you?  
51, but I’ve stopped celebrating any 
milestones these days. Anyway, they say 
you’re only as old as you feel. 

What is your background (occupation)? 
I’ve spent all of my employable life 
working within the Emergency Services 
sector, initially working for Victoria 
Police but have now been employed by 
the Metropolitan Fire Brigade (MFB) for 
the last 28½ years of my life.  I currently 
hold the rank of Senior Station Officer 
(since 2007), but frequently find myself 
acting-up to the rank of Commander 
over the last couple of years 

Favourite colour?  
Don’t really have one. 

Have you any special skills?  
In my current role at work I am 
frequently required to perform the 
role of Incident Controller which 
requires coordination of manpower 
and resources to achieve successful 
outcomes. To achieve these outcomes I 
must be articulate, decisive and  
task-focused. 

Sports?  
Was most successful at Squash, winning 
many pennants and once attaining A 
Grade status but also played in the 
school football, basketball and water 
polo teams throughout high school.  
Love watching any kinds of sport on 
TV (particularly AFL and motor sports). 
For those who don’t know me I’m a 
passionate Hawks supporter. 

What are your interests?  
Definitely, helping others less fortunate 
than myself, both at home and abroad. 

How far did you pursue these interests? 
On the home front, I have actively 
collected on Good Friday for over 18 
years. I have also travelled to several 3rd 
world countries as part of NGO teams to 
help raise awareness and improve health 
initiatives. 

How long have you been a committee 
member of Uncle Bobs Club?  
1st year as a State Committee Member. 

Have you ever held another title within 
the Club? If so, for how long?  
As the principal coordinator of the 
MFB’s RCH GFA Committee for the past 
6 years, I have also been a member of 
the Uncle Bobs Good Friday Appeal 
Sub-Committee for the past 5 years.  
 
Current title: State Committee Member 

 

Director Profile 
Ross Smith
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Melbourne Convention &  
Exhibition Centre 

Counting Room

 • Money counting  
 • Raffle ticket selling  
 • Other vital jobs...

Kid’s Day Out

 • Face-painting  
 • Fairy-floss, food and drink selling  
 • Other fun kid’s activities! 

Other Collections &  
Regional Activities 

Metro Collections

 • Corner collections at nearly 50   
  locations around town (must be 16  
  years or over)  
 • 7-Eleven collections 

Regional Activities 

 • There are many activities going on  
  around the State – please contact  
  us to find out how you can help in  
  your local area. 

To register as a volunteer: 

Call 03 9335 6300 | Email mfo@ubcvic.org.au

Visit ubcvic.org.au/calling-all-volunteers

As Good Friday approaches, we look to our members to assist with fundraising 
both in the lead up to, and on Good Friday itself. There are many ways you can 
help raise money for this excellent Appeal! 

2017 Good  
Friday Appeal
Friday April 14th

Christmas is now in the rear-view mirror 
and, as usual, the Good Friday Appeal 
is fast approaching! We’re already off to 
a great start. In addition to jar and tin 
collections by our wonderful Branches 
and Groups, the Club took part in 
another successful fundraiser during the 
AFL Grand Final! 

The Grand Final long weekend is always 
a busy one for Uncle Bobs, with the 
selling of Premiership Posters. On Grand 
Final day, volunteers from Melbourne 
and Craigieburn had an anxious wait, 
and then a very busy evening as swarms 
of passionate Western Bulldogs fans 
flocked from the stadium to buy their 
commemorative posters. 

The following day, the Bellarine Branch 
represented at both the MCG and 
Whitten Oval continuing the sales. With 
over 20,000 people at “The Kennel”, and 
some excellent spruiking from Bellarine’s 
own Wayne Wong, our two teams raised 
a combined total of $11,975.60, almost 
double the amount raised last year! 

UBC was very proud to hand over a 
total of $36,080.35 to the Good Friday 
Appeal, a very good head-start for the 
2017 Good Friday Appeal! 
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David is presented with his Meritorious 
Service Award by State President Greg 
Reaburn. This presentation was made 
at the Annual General Meeting of the 
Eastern Suburban Branch, held at the 
Palace Hotel in Hawthorn East on 27th 
August 1993.

Eastern Suburban 
Branch
Committee 
1972/73, 1989/90, 1990/91

Secretary 
1973/74 to 1975/76, 1980/81 & 1981/82

President 
1976/77 to 1979/80, 1982/83 to 1985/86, 
1991/92 & 1992/93

Immediate Past President 
1986/87 to 1988/89

 
David was awarded Honorary Life 
Membership of the Club in 1980, and 
in 1993 he received the Club’s highest 
honour, the Meritorious Service Award.

We extend our sincerest condolences to 
David’s daughters Sarah and Jacqueline, 
his sister Anne in South Africa, and his 
many dear friends and colleagues. We 
also want to assure you all that David 
will always be fondly remembered for 
who he was, and for all that he did 
to help the Club achieve its aim of 
supporting children’s health.

Vale
David John Last 
4th December 1944 ~ 8th October 2016

David was born in England, 
and spent part of his early life 
living in Cape Town in South 
Africa. He migrated to Australia 
in 1970, where he first settled in 
Townsville. He moved to Sydney 
for a short time, and then decided 
that Melbourne was where he 
wanted to live.

David met and became good friends 
with Bill Johnston, who introduced 
David to the Riversdale Hotel in 
Hawthorn, the birth place of Uncle Bobs 
Club, and the then home base of the 
Eastern Suburban Branch of the Club.

Because of his friendly personality, 
David soon became part of the 
Riversdale family, and joined the Club 
through the Branch in June 1972.

We didn’t know then just how involved 
David would become in the Club, and 
how much of his time and energy he 
was to give to its cause, both at the 
Branch and Head Office levels. But, we 
can see from the positions David held 
over the next 20 years, which are shown 
here, that he served the Club and its 
aims to the full...

 
Head Office
State Committee 
1973/74, 1974/75

State Vice President 
1975/76, 1979/80

State Secretary 
1980/81, 1981/82

Good Friday Sub-Committee 
1982/83 to 1989/90
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I, Graham Lindsay John Mackieson, was 
born 02/01/1943 in the old hospital at 
Cowes, Philip Island. My mother, Dorothy 
Mackieson, was holidaying with her 
parents, the Jack Grayden Family, who 
farmed and lived on the island.

I grew up on a small farmlet called 
Tara View at South Buchan in East 
Gippsland with my father and mother, 
Lindsay and Dorothy Mackieson. Dad 
worked as a farm hand and also for 
Forest Commission as a fire spotter in 
the summertime on Mount Tara Tower. 
He often took me to work with him on 
horseback when I was four or five years 
old. We had good times together. 

Dad sold the little farm and bought a 
bush block, which meant I had to only 
go across the road to school, not travel 
six miles from where we used to live. 
Dad and his mate built a new house on 
the block and the farm was cleared bit 
by bit by a contractor with an old TD14 
bulldozer, as dad could afford to do so. 

Dad worked for Australian Paper Mills in 
the Limestone Quarry at South Buchan 
to support his family and to get the 
bush farm paying a little. I went to State 

School across the road till sixth grade, 
then boarded at St John’s Boys Hostel 
in Bairnsdale and went to the Bairnsdale 
School of Mines which became 
Bairnsdale Tech School.

I left school at 16 and went home to 
work on the farm helping to clean up 
after the bulldozer, picking up sticks and 
burning them while dad was at work. 

We had to milk 15 cows by hand night 
and morning. When the herd reached 25 
cows dad bought engine driven milking 
machines, as SEC never came to Buchan 
until 1967.

I left home when I was 19 and went to 
Melbourne with a mate and worked in 
Smorgons Meat Works in Sunshine for 
six months. I didn’t like the concrete 
jungle so I moved back to Bairnsdale 
and worked for Agi contractor and later 
went to work on Country Roads Board 
as a Plant Operator. I learnt to operate 
all types of machines; rollers, bulldozers, 
scrapers and graders, which I mastered 
and became a final trim operator who 
grades and trims the formation ready 
for sealing.

Vale
Graham Mackieson 
2nd January 1943 ~ 19th November 2016

I met Graham way back in the 
1980’s along with Julie when I 
became a Director.  
I became amazed! 

Graham and Julie were also Directors 
and they would drive up from the 
Latrobe Valley to attend meetings in 
Melbourne. That was a decent drive 
back then, no freeways and the Princess 
Highway was a single lane road.

Also, Graham would drive hundreds of 
kilometres all over the Latrobe Valley, 
Gippsland & beyond placing UBC & GFA 
tins, all year round.

Whilst I was State President and for 
many years after my family and I would 
drive down to the Latrobe Valley to 
attend meetings and functions, always 
Graham & Julie had organised a great 
time.

Graham was not just a member of Uncle 
Bobs, he was hard working, dedicated 
and the definition of a true Uncle Bob, 
and a man his family can be truly  
proud of.

 

Graham, not only will the Club miss you 
but I and my family will miss a really 
great bloke who I will always consider  
a mate.

Farewell mate, 

Greg Reaburn

 
Following is an article Graham wrote to 
be read out by his sons, Darren and Paul, 
at the funeral.
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UBC is very proud to once again lend 
our support to the fifth annual Walk for 
Monash Children’s Hospital.

Funds raised at the event go towards 
the development of the new Children’s 
Hospital in Clayton. The new facility is a 
world-class, 5-storey building with 230 
beds, and will be opening this year!!

This facility is so important to the  
south east of Melbourne – one of the 
fastest growing paediatric corridors in 
the country.

You can help with registration, course 
management, water stations, car park 
and finish line.

Walk for Monash

Sunday 5th 
March 2017
Jells Park 
Wheelers Hill

Call 9335 6300 

Email mfo@ubcvic.org.au 

Visit ubcvic.org.au/walk-for-monash-2017 

In 1965, while I was working at Cann 
River, I met a girl named Julie in Orbost 
who I asked to become my wife. Julie 
said ‘yes’ and we were married in Orbost 
in September 1966. We only had two 
children, both boys. Our eldest son, 
Darren, was born in Orbost, May 1969.

We moved to Bairnsdale to be closer 
to CRB Depot. I left the Country Roads 
Board and we moved to Morwell as I got 
a job on the SEC in 1973 as a conveyor 
attendant. We spent six years there  
and had our second son, Paul in 
September 1974.

I left the SEC, as I wanted to go back 
to earthworks, and worked with 
contractors on the start of Loy Yang 
A and B Power Stations, Coat to Oil 
Plant, Morwell, Thompson Dam, Esso 
Gas Plant, Longford Sludge Dam for the 
Copper Mine at Brenambra and the road 
to the Mine. Plus a lot of roadworks and 
subdivisions around the Valley. When 
Jeffrey Contractors sold their company 
to a Melbourne-based firm I did not 
want to go away with them.

 

I then got a job with Latrobe Valley Bus 
Lines as a driver in 1994 where I still 
work. It was on the bus one morning 
that I met the late Norman Garland 
who was a Past Master of the Morwell 
Lodge 202. I asked a lot of questions 
about Freemasonry and Norm explained 
some of the charity work that is done 
by Freemasons. We know what charity 
work is, as Julie and I are both Life 
Members of the Uncle Bobs Club of 
Victoria, which is a fund raiser for the 
sick and disabled children of Victoria, 
so I asked if I could join. The next day, 
I was presented with an application 
form. I filled it in and waited for a reply 
which I thought would never arrive. 
I now know why it takes so long to 
get a reply. I got my reply and was 
initiated on 26/06/203, Second Degree 
on 25/09/2003, Third Degree on 
22/02/2004.

I would like to thank all that have 
mentored me in this journey so far.

Last but by no means least, I sincerely 
thank my wife and backstop, Julie, who 
has supported me 120% all the way.

Vale
Graham Mackieson
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2016 was a very eventful year getting 
our marketing material organised, and 
fresh materials are gradually working 
their way out to Branches and Groups. 
We have received some lovely feedback 
and are thrilled with the results so far.

The most exciting part of the Club’s 
“new look” is the brand new website! 
The site launched in December and if 
you haven’t seen it yet, I encourage you 
to jump on and have a play with it. It has 
been simplified and streamlined, making 
it easier to find exactly what you’re 
looking for. Visit the new website at 
www.ubcvic.org.au

You will find a dedicated History  
section, Branch and Group pages, as 
well as a transparent breakdown of how 
UBC’s funds are distributed. There are 
also some brand new features which  
will simplify membership and  
donation for many members and 
contributors – online donations and 
membership payment. 

All upcoming volunteering opportunities 
will be publicised through the website 
(as well as the magazine), and willing 
volunteers can fill in an expression of 
interest form on the spot!

We have been so fortunate in our 
wonderful designer, Jason Bradshaw 
from Tracktion, and web developer, 
James Witika from Smooth 
Developments. They are talented, 
professional and GENEROUS – and I 
think you’ll agree with me in saying 
they’ve done a brilliant job in helping us 
update our image.

Steph Eisentrager

Marketing  
Report

No. 568

License

16:50
March
2017

Dear Uncle Bob

From Emoke Bakacs

Dear Members, 

Several years ago I was approached to 
be Ambassador of the Uncle Bobs Club, 
as the previous Patron, Don Kinsey, had 
retired after a long and very successful 
association with the Club. At that time, 
the Club was going through some 
challenging times, not due to internal 
factors, rather external ones. The Club 
was moving from their long standing 
home in Gatehouse Street alongside the 
Royal Children’s Hospital in Parkville, to 
a newly purchased abode in Tullamarine. 
No doubt, this relocation had an 
emotional impact on members; they 
would no longer be at the very doorstep 
of their beneficiaries - would this move 
compromise the integral ties of this 
iconic relationship?

My role was to maintain the bond with 
the RCH through the Good Friday 
Appeal. I was at the time the Good 
Friday Appeal liaison for the Uncle 
Bobs Club as it was my responsibility 
to organise the collection permits and 
maintain the flow of information from 
the Good Friday Appeal office and also 
convey any fundraising opportunities  
for the Club.

As Ambassador, I was able to attend 
more meetings and functions and 
get to know some of the members 
throughout the State. I cannot say 
that my additional involvement has 
added value to the Club, however, it has 
certainly made me and my Good Friday 

Appeal colleagues more aware of the 
tremendous efforts undertaken by UBC 
volunteers year after year. The time and 
effort given by so many has been and 
continues to be awe inspiring.

I believe my role as it stands is no  
longer required; however, I will remain  
to be to be one of the liaisons while at  
the Appeal. Let me say that I feel  
privileged to have had this involvement 
and it has certainly been one of the 
highlights of my career while at the 
Good Friday Appeal.

So where do we go from here? The Club 
continues to evolve and prosper with 
the wisdom of the long-term members 
and the energy and enthusiasm of 
younger supporters — no doubt, the 
Club is well on track to break yet 
another record.

Would the Club benefit from a more 
commercial affiliation perhaps? This 
relationship could be carefully sourced 
to ensure the fit is right and meaningful 
for all.

I wish you well in your future 
endeavours; whatever the direction 
the Club may take. I know it will be for 
the benefit of the members and the 
community because you all share the 
same inherent motivation - to help sick 
kids get better!

Warm regards,

Emoke Bakacs

From Emoke 
Bakacs
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Thank you Marg 
In 1960, inspired by her Father’s work, 
Harry’s daughter, Mrs. Margaret (Marg) 
Barthelson organised a membership 
drive in her local area, and signed up 
many of her neighbours, which led to 
the formation of the ‘Thornton Street 
Group’. Marg and one of her then Group 
members are still members of the Club. 
Last September my wife Rosalie and I 
had the delightful pleasure of visiting 
Marg, and spending a most enjoyable 
and memorable couple of hours 
with her. A couple of years ago Marg 
compiled a storybook about her Father.  
 
 
 

 
 
It’s a wonderful read, and contains a 
section about his involvement in the 
Club. Marg gave us a couple of copies 
of the book, one of which is now 
located in the Club’s Head Office library, 
and the other one I will keep in a safe 
place. She also lent us some photos of 
Harry, including the one in this article, 
which have been scanned into the 
Club’s photo library. We sincerely thank 
Marg for the books and the photos, 
and especially for sharing some of her 
wonderful memories of her Father with 
us. It was a delight. 

Frank Hargreaves 

Club Historian

From the Archives Mr. Harry Hope Mr. 
Harry Hope joined Uncle Bobs Club in 
April 1958, at which time he was working 
at the Government Aircraft Factory in 
Fisherman’s Bend. Around the same 
time the Club decided to investigate 
the idea of establishing membership 
groups in industrial work centres. Harry 
considered this to be great idea, and 
in April 1959 he formed the Club’s first 
such Group at the Government Aircraft 
Factory (GAF). In just a few weeks after 
its formation Harry had signed up 240 
members. Members were recruited 
from all areas of GAF, and included 
Apprentices, Tradesmen, Engineers, 
Executives, all with a common interest 
- that of helping sick children. One 
of the major tasks with such a large 
group of members was arranging 
to collect their subscription fee of a 
'Bob' per week. Harry overcame this 
problem by organising a number of 
collectors, each being responsible for 
collecting subscriptions from about 
20to30 members each pay day. Harry 
went on to sign up hundreds more 

UBC members at GAF, some of who 
went on to serve on the Central/State 
Committee. Harry also served on the 
Central Committee and the Board of 
Management from 1958 until ill health 
forced him to give up the work he 
loved. Harry passed away on 28th May 
1963 from complications arising from 
bone cancer. In August 1963 The Royal 
Children's Hospital paid tribute to 
Harry’s untiring efforts by renaming the 
Orthopaedic Theatre to be"The Harry 
Hope Memorial Theatre". A function 
was held at the Hospital with Harry's 
family, and many Uncle Bobs attending 
the opening of the theatre, which 
was performed by the then Hospital 
President, Dame Elisabeth Murdoch. 
Long after Harry's passing the GAF 
Group continued working for the Club, 
and in 1987 it was renamed as the 
ASTA Group (Aero Space Technologies 
of Australia). The Group has since 
disbanded, but we will never forget the 
contribution its members made to the 
Club’s aims during its existence,  
and far beyond. 

From the Archives 
Mr. Harry Hope
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Articles are now being sought for the next edition of the Club’s Journal, which is 
due out in June 2017.

THE DEADLINE FOR ALL ARTICLES TO BE INCLUDED IS:
FRIDAY 28TH APRIL, 2016 

To ensure that the next issue is out in time to provide all members with details of 
the Club’s General Meeting, we seek your support in ensuring that all articles are 

received by the deadline date.

Remember, if you include photos to include a caption, if you like, and where you 
would like it placed in the article. 

ARTICLES CAN BE SENT VIA

Email: mfo@ubcvic.org.au 

Post: PO Box 1429, Tullamarine VIC 3043 

Fax: 9335 6900

Privacy policy reminder — re: photos

All people appearing in photos on the Uncle Bobs Club website,  
in our Journal or other Club publicity will need to be recorded either  

verbally or written with permission to use their photo for up to 3 years.

June 2017 Journal
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EVERY BUSINESS
COULD DO WITH  

A BIT OF TRACKTION

SALES & MARKETING • GRAPHIC DESIGN
WEB DESIGN • WEB DEVELOPMENT

SOCIAL MEDIA • COMMERCIAL MANAGEMENT

To find out more about Tracktion, visit our website

www.tracktion.com.au

Tracktion are proud supporters of Uncle Bobs Club



Have you seen the new 
Uncle Bobs Club website?

www.ubcvic.org.au

We’re pretty happy with it!

Need a website? 
smoothdevelopments.com.au

design
websites
marketing

hosting
mobile apps
social media
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FIND A FRIEND 

The “FIND A FRIEND” campaign is on again and Bellarine 
Branch are in the lead!  

 

Here’s what you need to do: 
 Find a friend who wants to help support children’s health 
 Sign them up to your Branch or Group 
 Have them send the form with their membership fees 

 New membership costs $35 ($25 joining fee + $10 membership fee) 
 Get them to do the same!! 

 

The Reward: 
The Branch or Group with the highest percentage of new members will be  
rewarded with a $100 gift voucher! 
 
You can use the Member Nomination form on page 33, or sign your friends up 
online at www.ubcvic.org.au/members/  

Win 

$100  
voucher of  

your choice! 



Please complete the following and return to PO Box 1429, Tullamarine, 3043

DECLARATION

I, (Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms) __________________________________________________

desire to renew / become an Adult / Jet / Company member of Uncle Bobs Club 
and agree to be bound by the Memorandum and Articles of Association of the Club 
(which can be found at www.ubcvic.org.au).

Address: ______________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Email: ________________________________________________________________

Telephone: ________________ Mobile: _________________ Work: ______________

Date of birth: ______/_______/_______     Fax: ________________

Signature: _______________________________ Date: _____/______/_______  _____

 
 
 
 
 
 

Note: Yearly subscription is $10 Adult Membership, $5 Jet Membership (under 18)  

and $110 Company Membership. *A joining fee of $25 applies for new Adult members.  

Only new Adult members will receive a Club polo shirt.  

All fees are GST inclusive.

Membership renewals will be due one year after joining. 

www.ubcvic.org.au/members

Membership
Nomination/Renewal Form

Do you have a Working with Children Card? 

YES / NO 

Number: ____________________________ 

Expiry: ____/____/____

Joining Fee:  $ _________

Membership Fee: $ _________

Donation:  $ _________

TOTAL:  $ _________

Top 20 Performing Home Banks

2 2082.64

5 1269.68

86 1131.50

133 B 1004.55

39 1000.00

68 729.40

105 675.60

67 563.40

136 558.50

44 372.65

202 336.30

90 309.70

154 296.10

27 290.10

107 246.55

20 226.55

28 225.35

132 215.29

98 B 214.95

32 196.05

Top Movers and Shakers  
(Aug - Dec 2016)

202 138.35

2 72.40

132 22.54

38 17.40

185 15.45

67 15.00

139          13.25

184 12.80

Thank you to everyone who has 
jumped on board this growing 

initiative!! We are very pleased to report 
that the total funds raised by this 
program (as at December 31st, 2016) is 
now $18,148.91!  
 
 

Thank you for your contributions to 
this program. If you would like to start 
a home bank of your own, please call 
the office (03 9335 6300) or speak to 
your Branch or Group Treasurer. You will 
be amazed at how quickly your small 
change adds up!

Home Bank Report
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CRAIGIEBURN 

PENINSULA

WONTHAGGI

WEST GIPPSLAND 

BELLARINE

BENDIGO

ST ARNAUD

CRAIGIEBURN 

KYABRAM & DISTRICT

NATHALIA 

Branch & Group 
ReportsPAY BY CREDIT CARD

If you would like to pay by credit card, please fill out the below details.

Note: there is a $25 minimum.

Card type:  VISA  MASTERCARD

Card number: £ £ £ £ / £ £ £ £ / £ £ £ £ / £ £ £ £
Name on card: _________________________________________________________

Expiry date: ____________/___________ Security code (rear of card): £ £ £ £
Signature: _____________________________________________________________

Do you require a receipt? YES / NO 

Branch or Group Member is to join: ________________________________________

Code: _____________________________

ADULT MEMBERS

Please circle your shirt size:   
Mens: S / M / L / XL / 2XL / 3XL / 4XL / 5XL Ladies: 8 / 10 / 12 / 14 / 16 /18

Note: Club polo shirts are $25 for existing members.

Please indicate if you would like to purchase additional shirts above. 

PRIVACY LEGISLATION

Do you agree to the use of your image in any media, such as the Club’s journal, 
website or other publicity? YES / NO 

Signature: _____________________________________________________________

Membership renewals will be due one year after joining. 

www.ubcvic.org.au/members
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Bellarine Branch

It has been an exciting few months 
down on the Bellarine, with our AGM in 
September seeing a great turn out and 
presentation of a cheque to Barwon 
Health for the purchase of a new syringe 
driver for the paediatric ward.

At the Branch meeting on 6th 
November, we had a number of 
directors attend and present two 
wonderful awards to two very  
deserving recipients. 

First was Shirley Lindsay receiving a 
Plaque of Appreciation, Shirley has 
been an incredibly valuable member 
of the Bellarine Group/Branch since its 
beginning in 2008. Spending countless 
hours running raffles, helping with 
BBQs, manning the reception table on 
Good Friday and for her 90th Birthday 
fundraising for the Good Friday Appeal, 
rather than receiving gifts. 

The second award was the most 
prestigious award that any UBC 
member could receive. Lynette Willey 
was honoured with receiving her 
Meritorious Service Award. Lynette 
joined UBC in 1974 as an official member 
but was active helping the Club prior 
to that. She was an inaugural member 

of the Macedon Ranges Group which 
then progressed to Branch and held 
positions of both Secretary and 
Treasurer. Lynette has achieved the 
amazing feat of working on every Good 
Friday Appeal since joining, including 
over-seeing the head office counting 
room. Lynette has been involved with 
the Bellarine Group, now Branch, as 
Treasurer, involving herself with all the 
activities and fundraisers of the branch 
including the latest event – a chocolate 
tasting and sales afternoon. Lynette also 
was incredible support to her husband 
Bob Willey during his period as UBC 
State President, supporting him at all 
functions and backed him up with all 
of the work that was required of him 
during that time. 

All at the Bellarine would like to give a 
huge congratulations to both recipients. 

In other news, the annual Christmas 
hamper raffle was a success again as 
well as the many Aldi, Safeway and 
Bunnings BBQs that have been run of 
the last few months. We look forward 
to the run on into Good Friday in the 
coming weeks.  

Sarah Schultz
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In November it was a great pleasure 
to send down to Melbourne a cheque 
of $6,000. On the 14th November we 
kicked of the Christmas raffle. It started 
of slow but finished with a bang, and a 
grand total of $1,500! The winners were 
delighted with their prizes. Thanks you 
to all members for selling tickets, which 
helped us reach this fantastic total that 
we hope go towards the special effort 
for equipment towards the new hospital 
in 2017. The winners of our raffle are:

1st J Blasic 5th B Anderson

2nd C Docksey 6th B & D Carter

3rd W Gray 7th D Porter

4th T Archer 8th C Hudson

Bendigo Branch

As a fitting end to our 40th year, we 
were contacted by Jane from Bendigo 
Health to thank UBC Bendigo for all 
we have kindly donated to their fine 
children ward and special baby care unit 
for the past 40 years. As a way to say 
thank you, our Branch will be going on a 
tour of the new Hospital early this year. 
The past and present members of Uncle 
Bobs Club have donated an outstanding 
amount of $49,733.00 to Bendigo 
Hospital / Bendigo Health. To finish off 
our 40 year grand achievement we, 
along with Frank Hargreaves, are getting 
together past photos and amounts 
raised for Bendigo Health and other 
areas. Over the page, you will see 40 
years of giving in Bendigo, collated by 
Frank. Thank you very much Frank – you 
make our jobs so much easier!  

Since our last journal report we have 
kept busy with UBC fundraising events 
to support children health. One of our 
major fundraisers is the market day 
barbecues which are held at Long 
Gully IGA. The management and staff 
are delighted with us and have offered 
us extra barbecues. This store event 
person, Ray, loves how we get involved 
in their dress up theme – one month 
we are witches then the next month, 
Santa’s! The support from the general 
public is always very generous. Many 
thanks to Des and Bev for running 
this event and working with staff of 
IGA. Please note we are not having a 
barbecue on the 13th April as it the day 
before Good Friday. 
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Year Institution $ Items

1977 McDonald House 1,530.00 Bedroom furniture

1978 Bendigo Spastic Centre 450.00 Specially modified sewing machine

1979 Bendigo Hospital 1,770.00 Radiant Overhead Heaters

1979 McDonald House 1,380.00 2 Phonic Ear Receivers

1980 McDonald House 2,935.00 Audio Visual Equipment

1980 Bendigo Hospital 5,400.00 Audiometer to measure hearing

1980 Peter Harcourt Centre 150.00 Children’s training equipment

1981 Bendigo Hospital 5,300.00 Insulcot

1981 Bendigo Hospital 451.00 Infusion Pumps

1981 Bendigo Hospital 108.00 4 Fischer-Price Activity Centres

1982 McDonald House 5,750.00 8 sets of FM Phonic Ear Systems

1983 Bendigo Hospital 2,912.00 Bilirubinometer to measure jaundice levels

1983 Bendigo Spastic Centre 2,000.00 6 Standing Frames

1983 Bendigo Spastic Centre 200.00 Splinting Heat Gun

1983 Bendigo Spastic Centre 2,200.00 Bi-Directional Page Turner

1984 Bendigo Hospital 7,500.00 Isolet Cot

1984 Bendigo Spastic Centre 3,963.00 Various items / Convaid Communicator 

1985 Bendigo Spastic Centre 3,100.00 Mobility Evaluation Kit

1986 Bendigo Hospital 3,940.00 Dynamap to test vital signs

1988 Bendigo Hospital 6,615.00 Insulcot

1990 Bendigo Hospital 7,500.00 Insulcot

1994 Bendigo Hospital 4,000.00 Servo controlled resuscitation unit

2003 Bendigo Community Health 1,485.00 Jenx Corner Chair & Nursing Table

2007 Bendigo Hospital 1,400.00 2 Head Boxes for premature babies

2011 Bendigo Hospital 2,837.00 Masimo RAD-8 Oximeter

2015 St John of God Hospital 4,924.37 Dynamap to test vital signs

Grand Total $79,800.37 

Grants to Local Institutions

On the 5th December Angie Porter Ed 
Rohan and I attended the International 
Volunteer day put on by Federal 
Member for Bendigo, Lisa Chesters MP 
and the City of Greater Bendigo.  
We received a Certificate of 
Recognition. It was good to see lots of 
other local organisations. 

On the 15th December we had our 
Christmas Break up lunch and drew the 
Christmas raffle and had our fun Kris 
Kringle. It was delightful to have Ray 
and Steph to join us. Thanks guys, it was 
great to catch up. 

On behalf of all Bendigo members, 
thank you Ed Rohan for all your support 
in transporting all the items for each 
fundraising event, helping to set up pack 
down the raffle most days and much 
more thanks heap Ed. 

Good Friday seems to come around 
quicker each year! We just get over 
one then it’s knocking on our door 
again. This year we will be at the South 
Bendigo Football and Netball Club 
rooms again on the corner of  
View & Barnard Street on the 14th  
April from 8am. 

Some fundraising events for Good 
Friday will be the tin shake Easter eggs 
Raffles and will have collector out in 
force throughout Bendigo on the 14th.  
If you want to help we would love to 
hear from you. 

I hope all UBC members had a very 
merry Christmas and happy New Year. 

Carol Maher

In the last journal I reported that 
the Branch was celebrating its 40th 
Anniversary, and that in that time some 
local areas had benefited from the 
Club’s fundraising efforts.

Grants made by the Club are approved 
by the State Committee, and the funds 
provided come from the Club, not 
necessarily from the local Branch  
or Group.

The following page shows the list of 
institutions in the Bendigo area that 
have received financial assistance 
from the Club during the last 40 years, 
together with the amounts provided, 
and the items purchased…

Bendigo Branch
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Well that silly season has come again 
having us all run around like headless 
chickens. The Jarklin Group has been 
busy selling our Christmas Stocking 
raffle tickets again this year.

A big thank you to John and Cheryl for 
selling tickets at the Jarklin Hotel and 
to Dave at the Wychitella Hotel, without 
your help it would be very difficult.   
We appreciate your efforts, thank you. 
I would also like to thank Marjorie for 
helping Steve and I sitting in the  
street in Boort.

Congratulations to all our lucky winners. 

John continues to sell our Bingo tickets 
for us and they are selling very well. 
Thanks John.

Ho Ho Ho Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year to everyone.

Julie Dean

Jarklin Group

Kyabram & District 
Branch
Hi from Ky

Almost another year gone by. We have 
been quite busy and without “wheels” 
I have to depend on others to get me 
places to sell Raffle Tickets for UBC. 

By the time you read this Christmas will 
be gone and almost “Good Friday”. My 
how the years fly by.

Christmas Raffle winners were: 

Christmas Hamper - Herb Prior           

Christmas Cake - Cheryl Hazelman

Best wishes to all Uncle Bobs, 
particularly Greg Reaburn, Bronwen 
Lamond and Lynette Willey on receiving 
their Meritorious Service Awards

Cheers till next time    

Isobel Attwood

Gippsland Regional 
Zone
Hello all Uncle Bobs. The Annual General 
Meeting of the Gippsland Regional Zone 
was held on Sunday the 15th November 
at the Hastings Senior Citizens Club 
rooms. Prior to the meeting many of 
us enjoyed lunch and fellowship at the 
Hastings Marina. A lovely meal was 
enjoyed by all. 

Following the election of office bearers 
we can report that Ralph Allen was 
elected unopposed as Zone President 
and Clem Kleinig was re-elected as 
Secretary/Treasurer.

On a sad note we also reported the 
passing of three members of The 
Peninsula Group. We say goodbye to 
Graham Mackieson and pass on our 

thoughts and prayers to his wife Julie. 
We also say goodbye to Geoff Griffiths 
and Joyce Frank. Graham, Geoff and 
Joyce will all be sadly missed and we 
thank them for their many years of 
service to the Uncle Bobs Club. 

Thank you to Neil Spitzer and Daryl 
Gates for attending our meeting and 
representing State Committee. We really 
appreciate your attendance.

This year the Annual Gippsland Regional 
Zone picnic & Cricket Match will be held 
on the Cowes foreshore on Phillip Island 
on Sunday 29th January.  

Peninsula Group
Down here on the Mornington Peninsula 
we have been busy selling raffle tickets 
for our Christmas Hamper. We are 
pleased to report that once again our 
generous public has been more than 
happy to purchase tickets and also just 
make donations. Our members have no 
problems selling the tickets. A big thank 
you to all of our members who are out 
and about selling. You guys do a  
great job.

 
 

Looking ahead, our planning is well 
under way for the 2017 Good Friday 
Wheelbarrow Push. Secretary Clem has 
set all the wheels in motion to ensure we 
have another successful Good Friday.

Finally can I wish all Uncle Bobs a very 
merry and happy Christmas and let’s all 
look forward to a great 2017.

David Morgan
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West Gippsland Branch
The Branch had its annual Christmas 
Dinner held again at the Warragul 
Country Club, which was attended by 
all Committee members and a couple 
of our regular volunteers, which we 
very much appreciate. We can’t thank 
them enough for the help they give our 
members whenever they are selling 
raffle tickets or helping at our sausage 
sizzle, which is held on the first Saturday 
of each month at Coles car park.

The Committee Members who 
attended the dinner were Brian and Jo 
Giblin, Kevin and Helen Potter, Mark 
Walkinshaw, Robert Kippen, Darrell 
and Betty Williams, Karen and Joyce 
Lindorff, and David and Hajni Berry who 
travelled from Endeavour Hills.

Our next sausage sizzle will be the big 
one on Saturday April 8th from 8.30am 
till 4.30pm. It will be all hands on deck 
that day of course.

Little Tatts is going good of course. 
Winners so far: Pam Paynter, Syd Bell, 
Tony Bogant, E. Handley, Doris Linklater, 
Erica Elbers and Bill Pyle. (2) 

Kevin Potter    

Natalie buying her 

tickets from Jo

St Arnaud Branch
As we move into summer, having 
endured some of the worst spring 
weather I can recall, we were fortunate 
enough to get through all our markets 
unscathed by Mother Nature. There 
were only two hiccups to our planned 
activities. Firstly, our change-over-
dinner which had to be cancelled owing 
to a weather-induced power outage 
that forced the Botanical Hotel, to close, 
leaving us to partake of an evening at 
home to dinner, battery-powered radio 
and reading by lantern light. 

The other misfortune occurred on 
Sunday, 13th November, when we were 
scheduled to man the gate for the 
annual St Arnaud pacing and trotting 
cups meeting. It was a cold, wet 
miserable morning as four of us huddled 
in the relative shelter of the ticket 
box. We all felt a sigh of relief when, 
at 1.40pm, even though the weather 
appeared to be improving, we were 
given the news that the meeting was 
to be postpone. Our hearts went out to 
the hierarchy of the St Arnaud Harness 
Racing Club who had worked tirelessly 
preparing for this meeting, St Arnaud’s 
only meet on the annual harness racing 
calendar. Mother Nature decided that 
she would justify this decision however 
as no sooner had the announcement 
been made the weather blew in with 
all its fury again and the rest of the day 
could only be described with expletives 
that are not fit for publication in a 
family-orientated magazine such as this.  

The weather had previously teased us 
at the annual clean-up of the Show 
precinct on the 2nd October, the 
morning after Show Day, as the rain 
that had been threatening all morning 
arrived after we had finished.  

The 3rd November, (my birthday 
incidentally) saw us doing a one-off 
barbecue  in front of the town hall for 
the local Community Resources Centre 
who were holding a health and lifestyle 
seminar there and I thought it rather 
paradoxical that we should be  
providing tucker for this event that 
probably would not receive a heart 
foundation approval.  

Our final market for the year was on a 
perfect day and turned out to be our 
best since April 2012. We rounded the 
year off with our Christmas raffle which 
entailed sitting in the main street selling 
raffle tickets for three days before the 
Christmas procession on Friday, 16th 
December, after which the raffle was 
drawn. This rounds off what has been an 
excellent six months for us. 

Bob Wooley    
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Late in 2016 Kylie Dohnt became our 
club’s Secretary, taking over from 
Maureen McGowan who had held that 
position for many years. We thank 
Maureen for all her hard work in the 
past and we hope to continue enjoying 
her company well into the future. 
Kylie and husband, Michael, moved to 
Nathalia about 11 years ago; Kylie is 
from Murchison originally and Michael 
hails from Picola. They have been UBC 
members for a few years now and their 
three sons, Tom, Josh & Dylan are Jets. 
Kylie works in the town’s IGA, Michael 
drives for Rex James Fertiliser &  
Grain and the boys attend Nathalia  
Primary School.

In April of 2015 member Lesley Limbrick 
celebrated her 90th birthday and there 
was a bit of a write up about her in that 
year’s June magazine. Lesley was living 
independently and was still driving, 
for some time yet, but in 2016 she had 
to move into care and is now living at 
Nathalia’s Barwo Homestead.  

She still takes an interest in UBC and 
gave her Home bank donation for 
banking last month.

UBC Nathalia Branch has been rather 
inactive lately so there is not much to 
report this time.

There is sure to be a lot more written 
next time as we have plans for a family 
day in March.

A meeting on Sunday, 8th January 2017, 
had members talk about the plans to 
have a family fishing day at our UBC 
park beside the Broken Creek. Late last 
year a fishing deck/platform was built, 
by the local fishing club, and we plan 
to tie our family day in with the official 
opening of this facility; we will, at the 
same time, celebrate our 50th birthday...
albeit a bit late. It is hoped that the day 
will be well attended and a report will be 
written for the next UBC magazine.

Bye now from UBC Nathalia,

Eve Attwood

Nathalia Branch
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